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Census data helps your community: Collectors hit Victor Harbour 


In just over two week’s time, on Tuesday 8 August 2006, more than 20.5 million people across 
Australia will be counted in the National Census. In South Australia, Census forms are about to 
be delivered to more than 670,000 households across the state by an army of Collectors from the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics. 


While most people are aware that they need to fill in a Census form on Census night, many may 
not be aware of the ways in which Census data is used to benefit their local community. 


Mike McGrath, Regional Director, Australian Bureau of Statistics, South Australia, said: 


“The Census gives us a snapshot of what is happening in local communities around the country 
once every five years. This information is invaluable in helping us to understand our communities 
and the characteristics within particular areas.” 


Graeme Maxwell, City Manager of Victor Harbor City Council, urges everyone in the local 
community to fill out their Census form. 


"The Census provides the opportunity for everyone in the Fleurieu Peninsula area the chance to 

stand up and be counted. Census data provides the Council, as well as community organisations 
and businesses in the community, with accurate and detailed data so that we are able to provide 

the services that you, our residents, need. 


“Census data is used in much of our strategic planning and community development work. This 
important data gives us information about the make up of our community, such as, how many 
people are living in the Fleurieu Peninsula local area, the range of ages in our community and 
whether people need assistance in their daily lives. Through this information we are able to build 
a better future for our local area by directing services and facilities and developing programs 
where they are needed.” 


Over the last few years in the Times local area, the Victor Harbor City Council has used Census 
data in the following ways: 


e To assist in the planning of the new Victor Harbor Public Library and Civic Centre. Census data 
such as population growth and future projections were used to aid this development. 

e To plan for new community infrastructure. 

e To monitor and respond to tourism trends. 

e To determine and understand the unique situation in Victor Harbor which is one of South 
Australia’s oldest communities but also one of it fastest growing. Census data is assisting in the 
development of community services (social inclusion, health, welfare & support) to meet the 
needs of this vastly diverse and changing community. 


e Census data has been used to assist with an Urban Growth Management Strategy — in this 


document the Council has used Census data to report on past and projected population 
statistics. 


Census Collectors will begin delivering Census forms from 28 July. They will return to your 
household to collect forms from 9 August to 28 August. 


It is important that everyone is counted in the Census. By completing a Census form on 8 
August, you can help plan for a better Australia, and a better community. 
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